
	

Case study: Whalley Range High School, Manchester 

Integrating filmmaking, watching and critical analysis

Attainment

n	 	The	silent	movie	genre	is	used	in	teaching	drama.	
Year 7 students produced their own silent film, paying 
particular attention to body language and gestures. 
Many of the young people achieved above their 
targets	

n  A film made by pupils at Whalley Range School, 
Manchester has been nominated for a Film Nation 
Award in the Best Fiction aged 14–16 category. The 
film was made as part of the Film Nation: Shorts 
project that is managed by First Light 

n  There are several film clubs in the school and they have become very popular. Unlike lessons in the 
classroom, there is no pressure to learn formally, but students go and enjoy the films and many have 
written good reviews. Students also get to see films that they would not normally choose. The benefit 
has trickled down to classroom learning

n  For the controlled assessment for English GCSE, students also wrote film reviews. Due to prior 
learning, they already had an understanding of film language such as the work of the camera. They 
were then able to build on their existing skills and knowledge

Whalley Range is a Community Secondary School for girls in inner city Manchester. Most students come from a 
wide range of minority ethnic origins. Nearly 50% of the students speak a language other than English as their 
first language.

n  Years 7–10 students study film and media during half terms. The teachers devise Schemes of Work 
that are centred on film rather than traditional print media such as newspapers. For example, the 
film Pleasantville was used for Year 9 students who learned about its social and historical contexts, 
symbolism and signification

“They really got their teeth into Pleasantville and wrote excellent analyses. Many achieved grades above 
their targets.” 

English and Media Teacher

“Film is an excellent tool to use in the English curriculum, especially in teaching narrative. Even for students 
who struggle with the language, they can learn from the visual image. For example, they understand that 
a close-up means deeper emotion.” 

English and Media Teacher

Impact on students



n Accessible to students of all abilities, including learners of English as second language

n Developing different language skills e.g. listening and writing

n Building on children’s understanding and appreciation of the visual language

n Cross-curricular learning as students analyse the narrative as well as the images

n Combining informal (e.g. the after school film club) and formal learning

Summary of the benefits of using film in education

Long-term legacy

n   More students will continue to benefit from film education. The school has now started to use film in 
Key Stage 3, following the positive results from other year groups

n Age range of pupils 11–18 

n Number of pupils on the school roll 1,656

n Gender of pupils: Girls

Facts and Figures

“The GCSE results in English have also improved significantly…the percentages of students in the school 
making the expected progress in English…are higher than in most schools.” 

Ofsted, January 2011


