
 
 

The Informer 
A film by Arthur Robison 
New score by Garth Knox 
  
 

Newly restored by the BFI National Archive, with 

a new score from acclaimed violist/composer 

Garth Knox and premiered at the 2016 BFI 

London Film Festival, The Informer is one of the 

finest British films of the 1920s and deserves a 

place alongside other silent greats such as 

Blackmail, A Cottage on Dartmoor and Piccadilly. 

The film now comes to DVD and Blu-ray in a Dual 

Format Edition, released by the BFI on 24 April 

2017. It contains the silent version alongside the 

rare sound version which was produced at the 

same time. 

 

Based on Liam O’Flaherty’s popular novel, this gripping thriller is set among a group of 

revolutionaries in the newly independent Ireland of 1922. When one of their number, 

Francis, kills the chief of police he goes on a run but when he returns to Dublin he is 

cruelly betrayed by his onetime friend, Gypo.  

 

Special features 

 A new restoration presented in High Definition and Standard Definition 

 The sound version of The Informer (1929, 84 mins) 

 Restoration Demonstration (2016, 5 mins) 

 Shaping the Silence (2017, 10 mins) 

 A selection of Topical Budget newsreels documenting Irish independence:  

- I Want Peace (1921) 

- Is it the Dawn? (1921) 

- Historic Unionist Conference At Liverpool (1921) 

- Irish Peace Imperilled By Extremists (1921) 

- Further Pictures of the Irish Peace (1921) 

- Surrender of Dublin Castle (1922) 

- British Evacuate Ireland after Hundreds of Years of Occupation (1922) 

- Dublin’s Civil War (1922) 

 Booklet with credits, and essays by Bryony Dixon, Garth Knox and Michael Brooke 

 
Product details 

RRP: £19.99/ Cat. no. BFIB1242 / Cert PG 

UK / 1929 / black and white, tinted / 100 mins / silent with music / original aspect ratio 

1.33:1 // BD50: 1080p, 24fps, DTS-HD Master Audio and 2.0 PCM stereo audio 

(48kHz/24-bit) / DVD9: PAL, 25fps, Dolby Digital 5.1 Surround (48kHz/16-bit) Dolby 

Digital 2.0 stereo (224kbps) 

 

Press contact:  

Jill Reading, BFI Press Office 

Tel: (020) 7957 4759 E-mail: jill.reading@bfi.org.uk  

BFI releases are available from all good home entertainment retailers or by mail order 

from the BFI Shop Tel: 020 7815 1350 or online at www.bfi.org.uk/shop 
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