
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

61st BFI LONDON FILM FESTIVAL DRAWS TO A CLOSE 

Overall London and UK-wide audience attendance reached 208,900, an 8% increase from 193,000 in 2016 

LOVELESS (Best Film), THE WOUND (Best First Feature), KINGDOM OF US (Best Documentary), THE RABBIT HUNT 

(Best Short Film) won LFF Awards 

Paul Greengrass received the BFI Fellowship Award presented by producer Tim Bevan  

LFF 2017 consolidated the success of last year’s increase in Headline Galas and Special Presentations  

and the new temporary cinema initiative Embankment Garden Cinema 

Screen Talks and LFF Connects events proved extremely popular with audiences 

 
London – Monday 16 October 2017: The 61st BFI London Film Festival in partnership with American Express®, closed 
last night with the UK Premiere of Martin McDonagh’s THREE BILLBOARDS OUTSIDE EBBING, MISSOURI with 
writer/director Martin McDonagh in attendance along with members of the cast and crew including Peter Dinklage, 
Woody Harrelson, Frances McDormand and Sam Rockwell.  
 
Audience attendance for the 61st edition reached 208,900 due to a significant increase in UK-wide attendances. LFF 
achieved 180,900 attendances in London with 28,000 people enjoying the Festival through satellite screenings across 
the UK of Opening Night film Andy Serkis’ BREATHE, Valerie Faris & Jonathan Dayton’s BATTLE OF THE SEXES and 
Dorota Kobiela and Hugh Welchman’s LOVING VINCENT.  
 
The Festival welcomed over 900 international and British filmmakers to present their work from across the LFF 
programme at venues across the capital. The programme presented twelve Headline Galas and more Special 
Presentations than in previous years, with an increase to 8 from 5 at LFF 2016, while the temporary purpose built 
venue Embankment Garden Cinema was once again the home for Strand Galas and films in Official Competition for 
its second year.  
 
Directors in attendance included Mohamed Al Daradji, Barbara Albert, Sean Baker, Greg Barker, Clio Barnard, Noah 
Baumbach, Xavier Beauvois, Sandrine Bonnaire, Robin Campillo, Helene Cattet, Zhou Chen, Lucy Cohen, Paddy 
Considine, Dominic Cooke, Denis Côté, Jonathan Dayton, Guillermo del Toro, Saul Dibb, Marco Dutra, Jeremy Dyson, 
Valerie Faris, David Fincher, Cory Finley, Bruno Forzani, Michel Franco, Greta Gerwig, Alex Gibney, Terry Gilliam, 
Alain Gomis, Emmanuel Gras, Valeska Grisebach, Luca Guadagnino, Andrew Haigh, Todd Haynes, Michel 
Hazanavicius, Kate Hickey, Patrick Imbert, Annemarie Jacir, Azazel Jacobs, Eugene Jarecki, Roland Joffé, Radu Jude, 
Isaac Julien, Semih Kaplanoğlu, Aaron Katz, Daniel Kokotajlo, Andrew Kötting, Yorgos Lanthimos, Xavier Legrand, 
Richard Linklater, Austin Lynch, Ruth Mader, Majid Majidi, Samuel Maoz, Lucrecia Martel, Martin McDonagh, Paul 
McGuigan, Takashi Miike, John Cameron Mitchell, Brett Morgen, Shirin Neshat, Susanna Nicchiarelli, Andy Nyman, 
Rungano Nyoni, François Ozon, Alexander Payne, Michael Pearce, Jennifer Peedom, Alex Ross Perry, Alexandre 
Philippe, Sally Potter, Vivian Qu, Lynne Ramsay, Dee Rees, Ben Rivers, Juliana Rojas, Julian Rosefeldt, Michaël R. 
Roskam, Josh Safdie, Barbet Schroeder, Andy Serkis, Léonor Serraille, Adrian Shergold, Anup Singh, Matt Spicer, 
Warwick Thornton, John Trengove, Joachim Trier, Nora Twomey, Frederick Wiseman, Yukun Xin, S. Craig Zahler and 
Andrey Zvyagintsev. 
 
Cast and Special Guests in attendance included Alun Armstrong, Corinne Bailey Rae, Eric Bana, Bérénice Bejo, Jamie 
Bell, Annette Bening, Cate Blanchett, Mary J. Blige, Hugh Bonneville, Douglas Booth, Jessie Buckley, Raffey Cassidy, 



Timothée Chalamet, Hong Chau, Saara Chaudry, Sam Claflin, Jason Clarke, Olivia Cooke, Valeria Cotto, Bryan 
Cranston, Benedict Cumberbatch, Willem Dafoe, Peter Dinklage, Trine Dyrholm, Colin Farrell, Oakes Fegley, Claire 
Foy, Martin Freeman, Bruno Ganz, Andrew Garfield, Esther Garrel, Louis Garrel, Aidan Gillen, Jake Gyllenhaal, Armie 
Hammer, Woody Harrelson, Garrett Hedlund, Dustin Hoffman, Tom Hollander, Billy Howle, Richard Jenkins, Toby 
Jones, Cherry Jones, Mathieu Kassovitz, Barry Keoghan, Ishaan Khattar, Nicole Kidman, Billy Jean King, Sam Louwyck, 
Stacy Martin, Helen McCrory, Frances McDormand, Simon Meacock, Jaden Michael, Jason Mitchell, Malavika 
Mohanan, Jim Moir, Carey Mulligan, Cillian Murphy, Robert Pattinson, Maxine Peake, Joaquin Phoenix, Tony Pitts, 
Aubrey Plaza, Charlie Plummer, Samantha Power, Brooklynn Kimberly Prince, Andrea Riseborough, Sam Rockwell, 
Saoirse Ronan, Adam Sandler, Kristin Scott Thomas, Elizabeth Shue, Bobbi Jene Smith, Timothy Spall, Mark Stanley, 
Emma Stone, Mark Strong, Anya Taylor-Joy, Emma Thompson, Nakhane Touré, Aidan Turner, Vince Vaughn, Daniela 
Vega, Bria Vinaite, Christoph Waltz, Jodie Whittaker and Ruth Wilson. 
 
At the annual BFI London Film Festival Award on Saturday 14 October the LFF competition winners announced 
were: 

LOVELESS - Andrey Zvyagintsev, won the Best Film Award (Official Competiton)  

THE WOUND – John Trengove, won the Sutherland Award (First Feature Competition) 

KINGDOM OF US – Lucy Cohen, won the Grierson Award (Documentary Competition) 

THE RABBIT HUNT – Patrick Bresnan, won the Short Film Award  

This year the BFI Fellowship was received by Academy Award®-nominated director Paul Greengrass, and presented 
by producer and Working Title Co-Chairman Tim Bevan. The Fellowship is the highest accolade the BFI can bestow. 

 
This year’s LFF Connects series of thought-provoking high-impact talks for industry and public audiences explored 
the future of film and how film engages with other creative industries featured the innovative iconoclasts: Julian 
Rosefeldt and Cate Blanchett, Nitin Sawhney, Ian McEwan, Johan Knattrup Jensen, David Fincher. 
 
Insightful Screen Talks were given by celebrated directors, actors and industry professionals: Annette Bening, 
Guillermo Del Toro, Jake Gyllenhaal, Lucrecia Martel and Takashi Miike, offering festival audiences the opportunity 
to learn more about these leaders of contemporary cinema. 
 
The Surprise Film was Greta Gerwig’s highly anticipated LADY BIRD, starring Saoirse Ronan. 
 
The LFF’s increasingly significant industry programme welcomed 1,372 delegates (up from 1,240 last year) who 
joined stimulating debates with industry partners and experts in their field.  Guest participants included Oscar® and 
BAFTA-winning producer Iain Canning, Oscar®-winning costume designer Jenny Beavan, CEO Academy of Motion 
Picture Arts & Sciences Dawn Hudson, the first female VFX Supervisor to win an Oscar®, Sara Bennett, Ben Roberts, 
Director BFI Film Fund, Daniel Battsek, Director of Film4 and Rose Garnett, Director of BBC Films – all speaking across 
a rich and varied programme of events, from understanding what Brexit will mean to the UK film landscape to 
looking at the everyday inclusion of disabled people both in front of and behind the camera. Panels included a look 
at the magic of costume design, the future of public film funding and whether the film industry needs to reimagine 
its model for engaging younger ‘Generation Z’ audiences, allowing delegates to share knowledge and generate 
business opportunities, all of which contributed to the success of the Festival’s industry services.   
 
Additionally, 1,020 accredited media delegates from around the world attended the Festival. 

 
 

...ends... 
 

 
For further press information and general enquiries about the 61st BFI London Film Festival  
Please note separate DDA and Four Colman Getty details for the BFI LFF sections:  
  
OPENING/CLOSING AND HEADLINE GALAS, SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS and ASSOCIATED SCREEN TALKS: 

DDA Email: LFFPress@ddapr.com | Tel: +44 207 932 9800  
Head of Press: Kate Hudson. Festival Publicity Assistant: Yasmin Purves  



  
 
 

MAIN FESTIVAL PROGRAMME AND STRAND GALAS, LFF AWARDS and EVENTS:  

Four Colman Getty Email: LFF@fourcommunications.com | Tel: + 44 20 3697 4262  
Accreditation: laura.steele@fourcommunications.com | +44 20 3697 4241  
Project Lead: Matt Railton. Title PR Lead: Jon Rushton  
  
LFF GENERAL ENQUIRIES  

61st BFI London Film Festival enquiries  

BFI London Film Festival PR Manager: Mia Farrell  
Email: Mia.Farrell@bfi.org.uk | Tel: +44 (0)20 7957 8970  
 
BFI Head of Press and PR: Judy Wells 
Tel: +44 (0)7984 180 501 
  
Film images can be found at: www.image.net 
 
Social Media: 
@BFI |#LFF 
Facebook.com/londonfilmfestival 
 

NOTES TO EDITORS  

 About the BFI  

 The BFI is the lead organisation for film in the UK with the ambition to create a flourishing film environment in 

which innovation, opportunity and creativity can thrive by:  

 Connecting audiences to the widest choice of British and World cinema  

 Preserving and restoring the most significant film collection in the world for today and future   generations  

 Championing emerging and world class film makers in the UK - investing in creative, distinctive and 

entertaining work  

 Promoting British film and talent to the world  

 Growing the next generation of film makers and audiences  

  

The BFI is a Government arm’s-length body and distributor of Lottery funds for film. The BFI serves a public role 

which covers the cultural, creative and economic aspects of film in the UK. It delivers this role:   

 As the UK-wide organisation for film, a charity core funded by Government  

 By providing Lottery and Government funds for film across the UK  

 By working with partners to advance the position of film in the UK.      

 Founded in 1933, the BFI is a registered charity governed by Royal Charter. The BFI Board of Governors is chaired by 

Josh Berger.  
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The BFI London Film Festival  

BFI London Film Festival is Britain's leading film event and one of the world's best film festivals. It introduces the 

finest new British and international films to an expanding London and UK-wide audience and attracts significant 

international film industry participation. LFF is a compelling combination of diverse films, red carpet glamour, 

friendly audiences and vibrant exchange. LFF provides an essential profiling opportunity for films seeking global 

success; promotes the careers of British and international filmmakers through its industry and awards programmes 

and positions London as the world’s leading creative city.  

Clare Stewart Biography  

Clare Stewart’s 21 year programming career has encompassed leadership roles as Festival Director, Sydney Film 

Festival (2006-2011) and the inaugural Head of Film Programs at the Australian Centre for the Moving Image in 

Melbourne (2002-2006) as well as various roles at the Australian Film Institute (1996-2001), including Exhibition 

Manager, and programmer and Committee Member of the Melbourne Cinémathèque (1995-2002). She has been BFI 

Head of Festivals and BFI London Film Festival Director since October 2011.    

                      

                                                     

About American Express® Company  

American Express is a diversified worldwide travel, financial and network services company founded in 1850. It is a 

leader in charge and credit cards, Travellers Cheques, travel and insurance products.  

Through American Express Invites, Cardmembers have access to enriched experiences at some of the UK’s most 

sought after entertainment events, including best seats, exclusive offers and early-on-sale tickets. The company has 

multi - year partnerships with a range of entertainment institutions including AEG, Live Nation, Ticketmaster, 

Somerset House, The British Film Institute and National Theatre.  

For more detail on the enriched service American Express offers its Cardmembers, please visit 

www.amex.co.uk/potential or connect with AmericanExpressUK on Facebook or Twitter @AmexUK 

 



 

 


