
 

FULL PROGRAMME ANNOUNCED FOR BFI FLARE: THE 

UK’S FAVOURITE LGBT FILM FESTIVAL  

opening with I AM MICHAEL and closing with OUT TO WIN  

LONDON – Wednesday 18 February 2015 The full programme of the 2015 edition of BFI 

Flare: London LGBT Film Festival was released tonight at a public programme launch at BFI 

Southbank. The festival will take place 19th – 29th March 2015 at BFI Southbank and is 

supported by principal sponsor Accenture. BFI Flare is the UK’s leading LGBT film event and 

one of the world’s longest established with over 50 features, more than one hundred shorts 

and a wide range of special events, guest appearances, discussions, workshops and more. 

Tickets go on sale via www.bfi.org.uk/flare on 25th February for BFI members and 2nd March 

for non members. 

Direct from premieres at Sundance and Berlin Film Festivals, we open with the UK Premiere 

of I AM MICHAEL. A feature directorial debut for Gus Van Sant protégé Justin Kelly, the film 

stars James Franco and Zachary Quinto in a powerful interrogation of gay identity through 

the real-life story of Michael Glatze, who went from crusading gay journalist to anti-gay 

pastor. 

As evidence of the strength of documentary work in this year’s Festival, Closing Night will 

feature the European Premiere of director Malcolm Ingram’s highly topical and rousing OUT 

TO WIN, charting the experience of LGBT sportspeople working in the highest echelons of 

professional sport. Featuring contributions from such pioneers as Billie Jean King, Martina 

Navratilova, David Kopay, John Amaechi and Jason Collins , Ingram returns to the Festival 

after previously having screened documentaries SMALL TOWN GAY BAR and CONTINENTAL.  

Director David Thorpe delivers the Accenture Gala with the European Premiere of DO I 

SOUND GAY?, a documentary exploring the provocative idea of whether there is a ‘gay 

voice’ and featuring humorous, insightful contributions from performers and comedians 

including Margaret Cho, David Sedaris, George Takei and Dan Savage. 

Our Centrepiece Screening, the UK Premiere of STORIES OF OUR LIVES, directed by Jim Chu 

Chu is a drama adapted from real testimonies of LGBT Kenyans (where the film is banned for 

promoting homosexuality). Fresh from winning a Teddy Jury Prize at the Berlin Film Festival, 

http://www.bfi.org.uk/flare


this is powerful cinema but also essential viewing for those who are concerned about global 

human rights.  

The festival offers rich cinematic insight into LGBT lives and loves around the world with 

films from the USA, France, UK, Spain, Netherlands, Denmark, Sweden, Germany, Poland, 

Mexico, Brazil, Argentina, Canada, Australia, Greece and India plus the world’s first LGBT 

film from Sri Lanka (FRANGIPANI).  

Confirmed guests so far  include Justin Kelly (I AM MICHAEL), Malcolm Ingram (OUT TO 

WIN), Jeffrey Schwarz and Tab Hunter (TAB HUNTER CONFIDENTIAL), Mark Christopher (54: 

THE DIRECTOR’S CUT), Carol Morley (THE FALLING), Colin Rothbart (DRESSED AS A GIRL),  

Jonny Woo and friends. More confirmations expected shortly.  

The festival’s films are grouped into themed sections as follows: 

HEARTS - films about love, romance and friendship 

MATCH stars Patrick Stewart as an eloquent and entertaining dancer-turned-teacher who 

discovers more than he bargained for when he takes part in an interview about his career. 

Disco and an infectious beat are at the heart of the UK Premiere of Mark Christopher’s 54: 

THE DIRECTOR’S CUT, fresh from its world premiere at this year’s Berlin Film Festival  and 

bolder and gayer than ever before.  UK feature film is represented in THE FALLING, Carol 

Morley’s wonderful tale of girl-school obsessions and hysteria. BROKEN GARDENIAS is a 

quirky dark comedy where Jenni is forced to confront a series of mishaps which turn into a 

dream-like quest for her long-lost father in LA. BLACKBIRD brings intense drama to a 

coming-of-age story set in a Mississippi small town including a stand-out performance by 

Mo’Nique as a traumatised mother.  FRANGIPANI, the world’s first Sri Lankan LGBT film, 

features a classic love triangle with two men forced to make difficult decisions. PORTRAIT 

OF A SERIAL MONOGAMIST is a whip-sharp comedy of 40-something lesbian dating, where 

commitments never seem to last for long but things of the heart are never simple. 

GIRLTRASH: ALL NIGHT LONG is that rare thing: a lesbian rock musical, with a healthy 

disregard for stereotypes and irresistible performances by a bright young cast and some 

great songs.  

 

BODIES - stories of sex, identity and transformation 

Our interest in the human form is reflected in a diverse group of films. The World Premiere 

of DRESSED AS A GIRL is a celebration of an indefatigable group of drag performers, filmed 

over five years, from London to Glastonbury and back again, up-close and personal with 

Jonny Woo, Holestar, Scottee, John Sizzle, Ma Butcher, Amber and Pia.  BORN TO FLY: 

ELIZABETH STREB vs. GRAVITY is a jaw-dropping encounter with the stunning aerial 

choreography of dancer Elizabeth Streb. DRUNKTOWN’S FINEST follows the lives of three 



young Native Americans, set against a background of extreme poverty, crime and violence, 

where coming-of-age presents difficult choices. MIRCO is a playful and thought-provoking 

documentary about three young people living in Berlin who identify beyond the gender 

binary, with the film-maker inspired by having spent some time in their early years 

mistakenly assigned a boy’s name (the Mirco of the title) and male identity. SOMETHING 

MUST BREAK is a tenderlove story between a shy trans teen and a young straight man, from 

the director of the acclaimed She Mail Snails. FULBOY is an insightful documentary into the 

real life of an Argentinian, professional football team, with camerawork which suggests 

there might be a ‘gay gaze’ or aesthetic, and offeringa surprisingly intimate look at these 

athletes in their prime.  

MINDS - reflections on art, politics and community 

Tab Hunter is a legend whose career as a Hollywood leading man was famously sacrificed 

when he was outed by his agent (to save the reputation of his other client Rock Hudson). 

Jeffrey Schwarz’s film TAB HUNTER CONFIDENTIAL, in its European Premiere, reveals the 

utterly compelling Tab Hunter and his extraordinary life at the movies and beyond, and will 

be presented by Tab Hunter at the Festival; Jenni Olson’s thoughtful essay film THE ROYAL 

ROAD (also here a European Premiere, fresh from its Sundance debut) is a meditation on life 

and art and the politics of landscape, wrapped up in a dizzyingly beautiful range of images, 

with musings on Hitchcock’s Vertigo and being a butch dyke. WE CAME TO SWEAT 

celebrates the Starlite, one of New York’s pre-Stonewall gay bars, a black-owned and 

operated influential dance club where some of the disco sound originated, and now in 

danger as the threat of redevelopment looms. EVERLASTING LOVE is a haunting tale of a 

teacher and student, and a group of friends caught up in ill icit sexual encounters. The film’s 

languid camerawork belies the intensity of vision. THE LAST ONE: UNFOLDING THE AIDS 

MEMORIAL QUILT is an affecting account of the final episode in the rich history of what is 

now the largest folk art project in the world, celebrating the lives of those taken too soon by 

HIV.  Céline Sciamma’s GIRLHOOD, a powerful, truthful story of young black girls growing up 

in Paris, subtly examines female friendship and gender dynamics. The ravishingly beautiful 

DIOR AND I celebrates the arrival of new designer Raf Simons at the house of Dior as he 

assembles his first couture collection in a film which truly gets under the skin of the fashion 

industry.  

Special events: 

This year is the 40th anniversary of the film THE ROCKY HORROR PICTURE SHOW which 

launched a thousand devotional dress-ups, and we’re having a special anniversary screening 

at the BFI IMAX followed by a Blue Room party; dressing up is definitely encouraged. In our 

regular lecture series We Love… this year’s subject is  Xena Warrior Princess which will 

celebrate the 20th anniversary of Xena and other glorious female role models, followed by a 

suitably themed Warrior Women after party. The pioneering archive classic from Germany, 

Different from the Others (1919) will screen at the V&A. 



And for book lovers, a special Flare bookclub ‘Reading Between the Lines: Queer Books on 

Film’ will allow a chance for discussion through screenings of key LGBT literary adaptations: 

ORLANDO, THE COLOR PURPLE, STRANGERS ON A TRAIN and FRIED GREEN TOMATOES AT 

THE WHISTLE STOP CAFE. 

We’ll reprise some of the year’s most thrilling, previously released LGBT films  in our BEST OF 

YEAR programme:  APPROPRIATE BEHAVIOR, a delicious Persian-American bisexual comedy; 

THE DUKE OF BURGUNDY, a coolly modern take on a stylish 70s, European porn; and PRIDE, 

the beloved Brit hit. Pride will be followed by a talk with some of the people on whom the 

film’s characters were based who will share memories and experiences..  

The 2014 edition of the festival took place over 11 days at the BFI Southbank with over 
22,000 attendances across 140 programmes of screenings and events.  
 
Led by BFI Head of Cinemas and Festivals, Clare Stewart, and BFI Deputy Head of Festivals 
Tricia Tuttle, the festival is programmed by a team of five programmers Brian Robinson, 
Emma Smart, Jason Barker, Jay Bernard and Michael Blyth. This year’s festival will have an 
increased industry programme for registered delegates and the launch of a new mentorship 

programme, in association with Creative Skillset, for five emerging LGBT filmmakers.  
 
Following its introduction last year the BFI’s VOD platform will again feature a selection of related 
titles under the Flare banner so wherever you are in the UK you can get a flavour of the festival. 
www.bfi.org.uk/playerACCREDITATION  
Applications for press accreditation open on the 18 February 2015, please visit the website to apply 
online. For any accreditation enquiries please contact: Lucy Aronica 020 7 957 4833 
lucy.aronica@bfi.org.uk  
– Ends –  
 
PRESS CONTACTS: For advance information (under embargo) or to discuss editorial opportunities 
please contact:  
Brian Robinson, Communications Manager, BFI & Programmer, BFI Flare 
Brian.robinson@bfi.org.uk / Tel: 020 7957 4380  
Lucy Aronica, Press & PR Co-ordinator  
Lucy.aronica@bfi.org.uk / Tel:020 7957 4833  
Judy Wells, Head of Press, BFI Judy.wells@bfi.org.uk / Tel: 020 7957 8919 
 
NOTES TO EDITORS  
About the BFI  
The BFI is the lead organisation for film in the UK with the ambition to create a flourishing film 
environment in which innovation, opportunity and creativity can thrive by:  

 Connecting audiences to the widest choice of British and World cinema  
 Preserving and restoring the most significant film collection in the world for today and future 

generations  

 Championing emerging and world class film makers in the UK - investing in creative, 
distinctive and entertaining work  

 Promoting British film and talent to the world  
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Accenture and the BFI 
The festival is delighted to continue its long term relationship with Accenture and in 2015 we 
welcome them back as Principal Sponsor. We also look forward to welcoming back a number of 
other long term supporters to the Festival, to be announced.  
 
Accenture has enjoyed a longstanding relationship with the BFI (British Film Institute) and was 

delighted to extend the connection to become An Official Partner of the BFI until 2016. Accenture is 

proud to continue as principal sponsor of BFI Flare: London LGBT Film festival and its on-going 

partnership with the festival demonstrates Accenture’s longstanding commitment to supporting 

diversity.  As an employer of choice for LGBT people, Accenture has been recognised in the new 

Stonewall programme, Stonewall Star Performers – recognising Accenture as one of eight UK 

organisations who have consistently demonstrated exemplary practice to support gay staff and who 

will lead the development of best practice in Britain and around the world.    

In 2012, Accenture supported the BFI as it worked to define its vision for the future of the BFI 

National Archive access and respond to the changing needs of the film watching public. The BFI 

worked with Accenture experts across digital strategy, customer experience and digital video 

services on how a BFI branded player would be able to robustly serve a growing video-on-demand 

audience with an evolving catalogue of old and new content, while retaining the BFI’s unique 

curatorial values. Accenture continues to support the BFI and its vi sion for the future of UK film.  

http://www.accenture.com/bfi  
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BFI Flare Sponsors  
In 2015 the Festival is delighted to welcome back a number of its most valued and longstanding 

partners. Accenture joins us for a third year as Principal Sponsor, Renault returns as Flare’s valued 

car partner and the May Fair Hotel, for a sixth successive year, will be accommodating some of the 

festival’s special guests. We would also like to thank our special screening sponsors the LGBT 

Interbank Forum for their continued support of the Festival and are thrilled to welcome Be Freixenet 

as a new partner for this year. Thanks also go to Konditor & Cook, Green and Blacks, Christie, Unique 

Digital, Spotlight and other funding contributors. Finally, thanks goes to our returning Media 

partners, G3 and Attitude and our Distribution Partner Impact. 

About Accenture  
Accenture is a global management consulting, technology services and outsourcing company, with 
approximately 319,000 people serving clients in more than 120 countries.  Combining unparalleled 
experience, comprehensive capabilities across all industries and business functions, and extensive 
research on the world’s most successful companies, Accenture collaborates with clients to help them 
become high-performance businesses and governments.  The company generated net revenues of 
US$30.0 billion for the fiscal year ended Aug. 31, 2014.  Its home page is www.accenture.com.  

http://www.accenture.com/bfi


 


