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CELEBRATE CHINESE NEW YEAR 
AT BFI SOUTHBANK IN FEBRUARY 2012 

 
BFI Southbank welcomes in the Year of the Dragon throughout February 
with a selection of classic and contemporary Chinese feature films dealing 
with themes of age (A Simple Life 2011), sport (Woman Basketball Player No. 
5 1957) and philosophy (Confucius whilst a programme of important 
documentary work rarely seen in the West, Unseen China, describes the 
experiences of ordinary people and is introduced by Chinese film expert, 
Jingjing Xie,  
 
A Simple Life Tao Jie 
Hong Kong-China 2011. Dir Ann Hui. With Deanie Ip, Andy Lau. 117min. Cantonese 
with EST. (Unconfirmed) 

Critically acclaimed Hong Kong ‘New Wave’ 
director Ann Hui tackles the challenge of growing 
old in a moving and contemplative film. The story 
follows the relationship between a 40-something 
man and his family’s amah, who has been in their 
employ for 60 years. After she suffers a stroke, they 
reverse roles and he looks after her. Working with 
an excellent script and cast (Deanie Ip won the 

Best Actress award at Venice), Hui combines elements of satire, rich 
characterisation and several amusing star cameos. 
Fri 17 Feb 14:00 NFT1* 
Wed 22 Feb 18:20 NFT2 
*Seniors’ matinee 
 
Seniors’ Free Matinee: Woman Basketball Player No. 5 Nu lan wu hao 
China 1957. Dir Xin Jie. With Chaoming Cui, Yi Qin. 89min. Mandarin with EST 

Don’t be put off by the English title: on its release this 
film caused a quiet explosion in Chinese cinema. As 
the first sports movie in colour it gripped audiences 
with its vitality, pace and melodrama. The tragic past 
of a stoic and weathered coach inspires Shanghai’s 
female basketball team on towards greater heights. 
Outstanding director Xie Jin gives plot and direction 

priority in this drama set against the backdrop of a new China. 
Introduction by Chris Berry, Goldsmiths, University of London  
Free for over-60s; otherwise tickets available at normal matinee prices 
Mon 6 Feb 14:00 NFT1 
 
 



Confucius Kong Zi 
China 2010. Dir Hu Mei. With Chow Yun-Fat, Xun Zhou, Yi Lu. 125min. Digital. 
Mandarin with EST. 15 

Set at the end of the Spring and Autumn Period, 
when civil war and social upheaval were 
violently bringing an end to the feudal system 
of the Zhou Dynasty, Hu Mei’s biopic 
dramatises the life and belief of the legendary 
Chinese sage and shows the often difficult 
conversion of idea into action. Starring Hong 

Kong icon Chow Yun Fat, it features exquisitely colour- coded set design and 
costumes, impressive wide-screen spectacle and superb battle sequences. 

arent to support his son’s future. 

Screened in partnership with Filming East Festival and China Film Promotion 
International 
Sat 4 Feb 14:10 NFT2* 
Wed 8 Feb 18:10 NFT2 
*With an introduction 
 
Unseen China 

Independent documentary is arguably the 
most powerful means for Chinese 
filmmakers to capture and articulate the 
dramatic and profound changes sweeping 
the vast nation. Rarely seen by western 
audiences, this selection of recent films 
describes the experiences of ordinary 
people which resonate across the world. 

Including an introduction and discussion with Chinese documentary 
professionals, this event will shed light on China’s current reality and 
provide insights into traditional Chinese culture from a refreshing 
perspective. Tide (Chao) captures China’s traditional Spring Festival in 2008, 
when millions of people returning home faced the coldest winter in 100 
years. My Four-Fen Land (Wo De Si Fen Di) portrays peasant life oblivious to 
world turbulence Viewpoint (Guan Dian) illustrates the complexities of a 
labour market. Water and Land (Shui Shang An Shang) is a dramatic portrait 
of a young woman struggling to realise her dreams. Brave Father (Fu Qin) 
narrates the heart-rending efforts of a p
Introduced by Jingjing Xie (former film programmer for the Guangzhou 
International Documentary Festival, and film curator, China Culture Connect) 
and Xuhua Zhan (art curator, China Culture Connect) 
Sat 25 Feb 14:00 NFT2 

- Ends - 
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NOTES TO EDITORS 
 
About the BFI 
The BFI is the lead body for film in the UK with the ambition to create a flourishing 
film environment in which innovation, opportunity and creativity can thrive by: 

 Connecting audiences to the widest choice of British and World cinema  

mailto:tim.mosley@bfi.org.uk


 Preserving and restoring the most significant film collection in the world for 
today and future generations  

 Championing emerging and world class film makers in the UK  
 Investing in creative, distinctive and entertaining work  
 Promoting British film and talent to the world   
 Growing the next generation of film makers and audiences 

 
The BFI Southbank is open to all. BFI members are entitled to a discount on all 
tickets.  BFI Southbank Box Office tel: 020 7928 3232. Unless otherwise stated tickets 
are £9.50, concs £6.75 Members pay £1.50 less on any ticket. Website 
www.bfi.org.uk/southbank 
Tickets for FREE screenings and events must be booked in advance by calling the 
Box Office to avoid disappointment 
 
BFI Filmstore 
The BFI Filmstore is stocked and staffed by BFI experts with over 1,200 book titles 
and 1,000 DVDs to choose from, including hundreds of acclaimed books and DVDs 
produced by the BFI.  
The benugo bar & kitchen 
Eat, drink and be merry in panoramic daylight. benugo’s décor is contemporary, 
brightly lit and playful with a lounge space, bar and dining area. The place to 
network, hang out, unpack a film, savour the best of Modern British or sip on a 
cocktail. 
 
There’s more to discover about film and television through the BFI. Our world-
renowned archival collections, cinemas, festivals, films, publications and learning 
resources are here to inspire you. 
 

*** PICTURE DESK *** 
A selection of images for journalistic use in promoting BFI Southbank screenings 

can be found at www.image.net under BFI / BFI Southbank /  
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