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London, 1 August, 2013: — The 57" BFI London Film Festival, in partnership with American Express, is
delighted to announce that this year’s Opening Night will take place on Wednesday 9 October at the
Odeon Leicester Square, with the European Premiere of Sony Pictures’ CAPTAIN PHILLIPS. It is directed by
acclaimed Academy Award ® nominee Paul Greengrass (United 93, The Bourne Supremacy) and stars two-
time Academy Award ® winner Tom Hanks (Forrest Gump, Philadelphia), both of whom are expected to
attend the Festival.

CAPTAIN PHILLIPS is director Paul Greengrass's multi-layered examination of the 2009 hijacking of the U.S.
container ship Maersk Alabama by a crew of Somali pirates. It is — through Greengrass's distinctive lens —
simultaneously a pulse-pounding thriller and a complex portrait of the myriad effects of globalization. The
film focuses on the relationship between the Alabama's commanding officer, Captain Richard Phillips (two
time Academy Award® winner Tom Hanks), and his Somali counterpart, Muse (Barkhad Abdi). Set on an
incontrovertible collision course off the coast of Somalia, both men will find themselves paying the human
toll for economic forces outside of their control. The film is directed by Academy Award® nominee Paul
Greengrass, from a screenplay by Billy Ray based upon the book, A Captain's Duty: Somali Pirates, Navy
SEALs, and Dangerous Days at Sea, by Richard Phillips with Stephan Talty. The film is produced by Scott
Rudin, Dana Brunetti, and Michael De Luca. Sony Pictures release the film in UK cinemas on 18 October,
2013.



Clare Stewart, BFI Head of Exhibition and Festival Director comments: “We are thrilled to be opening the
BFI London Film Festival by welcoming Paul Greengrass — one of the great supporters of the BFl and British
film — back to London for the European premiere of CAPTAIN PHILLIPS. Our Festival audiences will be
captivated by Greengrass’s virtuoso filmmaking; CAPTAIN PHILLIPS is an intense, high-stakes drama,
focusing on two men forced onto a collision course by global political forces much larger than themselves.
Featuring spellbinding performances by Tom Hanks and four Somali-American actors (Barkhad Abdi, Faysal
Ahmed, Barkhad Abdirahman and Mahat M. Ali), we are excited to be presenting this film as our Opening
Night Gala.”

The 57" BFI London Film Festival in partnership with American Express runs from Wednesday 9 October-
Sunday 20 October. The full programme for the Festival will be announced on Wednesday 4 September.
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christelle.randall@premiercomms.com
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For further press information about the UK release of CAPTAIN PHILLIPS:
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anna_whelan@spe.sony.com
Tel: +44 207533 1093

Zoe Sands, National Publicist, Sony Pictures UK
zoe_sands@spe.sony.com
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For Opening Night ticket enquiries:

Gabby Taranowski
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For Opening Night media enquiries:

Vicky Grayson, / Aimee Hall, Freud Communications
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Images for CAPTAIN PHILLIPS are available now on www.picselect.com




About the BFI
The BFl is the lead body for film in the UK with the ambition to create a flourishing film environment in which innovation,
opportunity and creativity can thrive by:

* Connecting audiences to the widest choice of British and World cinema

*  Preserving and restoring the most significant film collection in the world for today and future generations

*  Championing emerging and world class film makers in the UK

* Investing in creative, distinctive and entertaining work

*  Promoting British film and talent to the world

*  Growing the next generation of film makers and audiences

The BFI London Film Festival

BFI London Film Festival is an iconic international film festival that supports London’s position as the world’s leading creative
city. It presents the best new British and international films to an expanding London and UK-wide audience. It provides career-
enabling opportunities for British and international filmmakers through its industry and awards programmes.

facebook.com/Iff
Twitter @bfi #Iff

Clare Stewart biography

Clare Stewart’s sixteen year programming career has encompassed leadership roles as Festival Director, Sydney Film Festival
(2006-2011) and the inaugural Head of Film Programs at the Australian Centre for the Moving Image in Melbourne (2002-2006)
as well as various roles at the Australian Film Institute (1996-2001), including Exhibition Manager, and programmer and
Committee Member of the Melbourne Cinématheque (1995-2002).
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About American Express® Company

American Express is a diversified worldwide travel, financial and network services company founded in 1850. It is a leader in
charge and credit cards, Travellers Cheques, travel and insurance products.

As part of the premium service American Express provides, Cardmembers have access to enriched experiences at some of

the UK’s most sought after entertainment events, including best seats, exclusive offers and early-on-sale tickets. The company
has multi - year partnerships with a range of entertainment institutions including AEG, Live Nation, Ticketmaster, Somerset
House, The British Film Institute and National Theatre.

For more detail on the enriched service American Express offers its Cardmembers, please visit www.amex.co.uk/potential or
connect with AmericanExpressUK on Facebook or Twitter @AmexUK




