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BFI Southbank presents Sonic Cinema and  
the UK Premiere of: 

Anyone Can Play Guitar 
 

 
 

Featuring special guests from Radiohead, Supergrass and Ride 
 
 

BFI Southbank’s new strand Sonic Cinema, which fuses film and music in exciting ways, 
presents the UK premiere of Anyone Can Play Guitar (2011) in November. John Spira’s 
extraordinary music documentary celebrates the Oxford music scene that gave the world 
genre-defining acts such as Radiohead, Ride, Supergrass and Foals.  
 
Five years in the making with independent financing, Anyone Can Play Guitar is an intimate 
document of the alternative music scene in Oxford, telling the story of the people and the 
bands against the backdrop of the last 30 years of the British music industry. The film 
features new interviews and previously unseen archive material of artists that include 
Radiohead, Foals, Swervedriver, The Candyskins and Talulah Gosh. Narrated by comedian 
Stewart Lee, Anyone Can Play Guitar not only celebrates the remarkable bands that emerged 
from the Oxford scene, but also gives a voice to the bands that didn’t make it, and in so 
doing highlights the harsh realities of the popular music industry.  
 
After the screening, BUG front man Adam Buxton will be joined on-stage by Ed O'Brien and 
Colin Greenwood of Radiohead, Gaz Coombes of Supergrass, Mark Gardener of Ride and the 
film's director Jon Spira, to reveal rare insights into their musical experiences. This will lead 
into a live performance from musicians featured in the film, followed by DJ sets from Mark 
Gardener and Tayo Popoola (co-curator of Sonic Cinema) in the benugo bar and kitchen.  
 
This event will be the second instalment of the new, bi-monthly event Sonic Cinema at BFI 
Southbank. Last month saw Radio One’s Rob da Bank perform a live soundtrack to King Kong 
(1933). Each Sonic Cinema will be an exciting evening of explorations in music and moving 
image, with screenings of feature films and documentaries, plus live performances that 
marry the two art forms together in innovative ways. The BFI strand is curated by Stuart 
Brown, Head of Events at BFI Southbank, and Tayo Popoola, renowned music producer and 



DJ. Whatever the main feature, the night is set to become a regular highlight in the clubbers’ 
diary, with live music and DJ sets rounding off the evening in the benugo bar & kitchen. 
 

 
 

 
- End - 

PRESS CONTACTS:  
BFI Southbank & Sonic Cinema events: 
Ilona Cheshire Tel: 020 7957 8986 email: ilona.cheshire@bfi.org.uk  
Anyone Can Play Guitar: 
For more information on Anyone Can Play Guitar contact Vez @ Veriarti PR Tel: 07811 136327at 
vez@veriarti.com  
Sonic Cinema: 
For more information on Sonic Cinema PrettyFresh at PrettyGreen on 020 7089 2652 or email 
jack/pete/katie@itsprettygreen.com 
 
About the BFI 
The BFI is the lead body for film in the UK with the ambition to create a flourishing film environment 
in which innovation, opportunity and creativity can thrive by: 

 Connecting audiences to the widest choice of British and World cinema  

 Preserving and restoring the most significant film collection in the world for today and future 
generations  

 Investing in creative, distinctive and entertaining work  

 Promoting British film and talent to the world   

 Growing the next generation of film makers and audiences 
 
Booking information 
 
The BFI Southbank is open to all. BFI members are entitled to a discount on all tickets.  BFI Southbank 
Box Office tel: 020 7928 3232. Unless otherwise stated tickets are £9.00, concs £6.65 Members pay £1.40 
less on any ticket. Website www.bfi.org.uk/southbank 
Tickets for FREE screenings and events must be booked in advance by calling the Box Office to 
avoid disappointment 
BFI Filmstore 
The BFI Filmstore is stocked and staffed by BFI experts with over 1,200 book titles and 1,000 DVDs to 
choose from, including hundreds of acclaimed books and DVDs produced by the BFI.  
The benugo bar & kitchen 
Eat, drink and be merry in panoramic daylight. benugo’s décor is contemporary, brightly lit and 
playful with a lounge space, bar and dining area. The place to network, hang out, unpack a film, 
savour the best of Modern British or sip on a cocktail. 
 
There’s more to discover about film and television through the BFI. Our world-renowned archival 
collections, cinemas, festivals, films, publications and learning resources are here to inspire you. 
 

*** PICTURE DESK *** 
A selection of images for journalistic use in promoting BFI Southbank screenings can be found at 

www.image.net under BFI / BFI Southbank /November 2011 
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