
	  

BFI	  LONDON	  FILM	  FESTIVAL	  ANNOUNCE	  SHORT	  FILM	  AWARD	  

	  
LONDON,	  Thursday	  28	  May	  2015:	  The	  BFI	  London	  Film	  Festival	  in	  partnership	  with	  American	  Express®	  is	  introducing	  
a	  new	  Short	  Film	  Competition	  in	  2015	  as	  part	  of	  its	  overall	  commitment	  to	  supporting	  and	  developing	  filmmakers.	  In	  
line	   with	   the	   Festival’s	   Official,	   Documentary	   and	   First	   Feature	   Competitions,	   12	   films	   will	   compete	   for	   the	   BFI	  
London	  Film	  Festival	  Short	  Film	  Award.	  

The	  Festival’s	  programme	  team,	   led	  by	  Festival	  Director	  Clare	  Stewart,	  will	  shortlist	  12	  short	   films	  from	  across	  the	  
festival	   programme	  which	   demonstrate	   a	   distinctive	   cinematic	   style	   and	   a	   confident,	   original	   handling	   of	   chosen	  
theme	  and	  content.	  	  	  

The	  winning	  film	  will	  be	  selected	  by	  a	  jury	  of	  senior	  international	  film	  professionals	  and	  the	  Short	  Film	  Award	  will	  be	  
presented	  at	  the	  BFI	  London	  Film	  Festival	  Awards	  Ceremony	  on	  Saturday	  the	  17th	  of	  October	  in	  London.	  	  

Recognising	  the	  importance	  of	  the	  limited	  exhibition	  opportunity	  for	  short	  filmmakers,	  the	  LFF	  has	  recently	  revised	  
its	  eligibility	  guidelines	  for	  short	  film.	  Eligibility	  for	  the	  festival	  progamme	  and	  shortlisting	  for	  the	  Short	  Film	  Award	  
will	  be	  in	  line	  with	  new	  general	  submission	  guidelines:	  short	  films	  must	  have	  been	  completed	  within	  the	  previous	  18	  
months,	  and	  can	  have	  previously	  screened	  anywhere	  in	  the	  world	  or	  UK,	  broadcast	  or	  been	  made	  available	  online,	  
ensuring	  a	  curated	  selection	  of	  excellent	  work.	  

The	  BFI	  London	  Film	  Festival	  has	  a	  long	  history	  of	  recognising	  and	  supporting	  new	  film	  talent	  through	  its	  short	  film	  
programming	   and	   have	   previously	   screened	   early	   short	   works	   from	   filmmakers	   such	   as	   Andrea	   Arnold,	   Peter	  
Strickland,	  Ana	  Lily	  Amirpour,	  Destiny	  Ekaragha	  and	  Sean	  Durkin	  who	  have	  also	  gone	  on	  to	  screen	  feature	  film	  work	  
in	  the	  Festival.	  

BFI	  London	  Film	  Festival	  Director	  Clare	  Stewart	  says,	  “The	  BFI	  London	  Film	  Festival	  has	  long	  valued	  the	  short	  film,	  a	  
form	  in	  which	  filmmaking	  is	  often	  at	  it's	  most	  original,	  daring	  and	  playful.	  We	  build	  on	  this	  commitment	  by	  creating	  a	  
new	   platform	   to	   celebrate	   this	   essential	   facet	   of	   cinema,	   in	   line	   with	   our	   other	   competitive	   strands	   for	   fiction,	  
documentary	   and	   debut	   features.	  We	   look	   forward	   to	   profiling	  more	   great	   filmmaking	   talent	   and	   presenting	   the	  
boldest,	  brightest	  and	  most	  striking	  international	  short	  films	  at	  LFF	  in	  2015.”	  

Films	  shortlisted	  to	  compete	  for	  the	  Award	  will	  screen	  within	  the	  curated	  short	  film	  programmes	  across	  the	  festival’s	  
main	  programme	  strands,	  and	  then	  have	  a	  repeat	  screening	  in	  additional	  Short	  Film	  Award	  Collections	  on	  the	  final	  
weekend	  of	  the	  Festival.	  	  

The	  deadline	  for	  the	  submission	  of	  short	  films	  is	  12	  June	  2015,	  they	  can	  be	  submitted	  through	  the	  BFI	  London	  Film	  
Festival	  website	  at	  www.bfi.org.uk/lff.	  	  

The	  59th	  BFI	  London	  Film	  Festival	  in	  partnership	  with	  American	  Express®	  runs	  from	  Wednesday	  7	  October-‐Sunday	  18	  
October	  2015.	  	  	  

	  
59th	  BFI	  London	  Film	  Festival	  press	  contact:	  
	  
PREMIER	  -‐	  Rupert	  Goodwin,	  Senior	  Account	  Director	  
rupert.goodwin@premiercomms.com	  Tel:	  +44	  20	  7292	  7342	  	  
	  



BFI	  press	  contacts:	  
	  
Judy	  Wells,	  Head	  of	  Press	  &	  PR	  
judy.wells@bfi.org.uk	  Tel:	  	  +44	  20	  7957	  8919	  
	  
Emma	  Hewitt,	  Deputy	  Head	  of	  Press	  &	  PR	  
emma.hewitt@bfi.org.uk	  Tel:	  	  +44	  20	  77173	  3256	  	  
	  
Festival	  Information	  &	  Ticket	  Booking	  
BFI	  Members’	  priority	  booking	  opens	  10.00am,	  10	  September	  -‐	  join	  at	  www.bfi.org.uk/join	  	  	  
Public	  booking	  opens	  10.00am,	  17	  September	  
Telephone	  Bookings:	  020	  7928	  3232	  between	  10:00	  –	  20:30	  
Online:	  www.bfi.org.uk/lff	  	  	  
In	  person:	  BFI	  Southbank	  Office:	  11:00	  –	  20:30	  
	  

Notes	  to	  Editors	  

About	  the	  BFI	  	  
The	  BFI	  is	  the	  lead	  organisation	  for	  film	  in	  the	  UK	  with	  the	  ambition	  to	  create	  a	  flourishing	  film	  environment	  in	  which	  innovation,	  
opportunity	  and	  creativity	  can	  thrive	  by:	  

• Connecting	  audiences	  to	  the	  widest	  choice	  of	  British	  and	  World	  cinema	  	  
• Preserving	  and	  restoring	  the	  most	  significant	  film	  collection	  in	  the	  world	  for	  today	  and	  future	  generations	  	  
• Championing	  emerging	  and	  world	  class	  film	  makers	  in	  the	  UK	  -‐	  investing	  in	  creative,	  distinctive	  and	  entertaining	  work	  	  
• Promoting	  British	  film	  and	  talent	  to	  the	  world	  	  	  
• Growing	  the	  next	  generation	  of	  film	  makers	  and	  audiences	  

	  	  

The	  BFI	  London	  Film	  Festival	  	  	  	  

BFI	  London	  Film	  Festival	   is	  an	   iconic	   international	   film	   festival	   that	  supports	  London’s	  position	  as	   the	  world’s	   leading	  creative	  
city.	  It	  presents	  the	  best	  new	  British	  and	  international	  films	  to	  an	  expanding	  London	  and	  UK-‐wide	  audience.	  It	  provides	  career-‐
enabling	  opportunities	  for	  British	  and	  international	  filmmakers	  through	  its	  industry	  and	  awards	  programmes.	  

	  	  
Clare	  Stewart	  biography	  
Clare	   Stewart’s	   twenty	   year	   programming	   career	   has	   encompassed	   leadership	   roles	   as	   Festival	  Director,	   Sydney	   Film	   Festival	  
(2006-‐2011)	  and	  the	  inaugural	  Head	  of	  Film	  Programs	  at	  the	  Australian	  Centre	  for	  the	  Moving	  Image	  in	  Melbourne	  (2002-‐2006)	  
as	   well	   as	   various	   roles	   at	   the	   Australian	   Film	   Institute	   (1996-‐2001),	   including	   Exhibition	   Manager,	   and	   programmer	   and	  
Committee	   Member	   of	   the	   Melbourne	   Cinémathèque	   (1995-‐2002).	   She	   has	   been	   BFI	   Head	   of	   Cinemas	   and	   Festivals	   since	  
October	  2011.	  

	  	  	   	  
About	  American	  Express®	  Company	  
American	  Express	   is	  a	  diversified	  worldwide	   travel,	   financial	   and	  network	   services	   company	   founded	   in	  1850.	   It	   is	  a	   leader	   in	  
charge	  and	  credit	  cards,	  Travellers	  Cheques,	  travel	  and	  insurance	  products.	  	  
As	   part	   of	   the	   premium	   service	   American	   Express	   provides,	   Cardmembers	   have	   access	   to	   enriched	   experiences	   at	   some	   of	  
the	  UK’s	  most	  sought	  after	  entertainment	  events,	   including	  best	  seats,	  exclusive	  offers	  and	  early-‐on-‐sale	  tickets.	  The	  company	  
has	  multi	   -‐	   year	   partnerships	   with	   a	   range	   of	   entertainment	   institutions	   including	   AEG,	   Live	   Nation,	   Ticketmaster,	   Somerset	  
House,	  The	  British	  Film	  Institute	  and	  National	  Theatre.	  	  
For	  more	  detail	   on	   the	  enriched	   service	  American	  Express	  offers	   its	   Cardmembers,	   please	   visit	  www.amex.co.uk/potential	   or	  
connect	  with	  AmericanExpressUK	  on	  Facebook	  or	  Twitter	  @AmexUK	  


