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Black Representation on 
British Television: 2000s- 

Present 
Where are we now? 

Media in Context: 
Representation and 
Reception Theory in action 
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Where are we now? 
Look at the following news stories: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Using the diagram on the following slide, divide these stories 
into the following categories: 
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Social	  Issues	  

Poli-cal	  issues	  

Media	  
issues	  

Representation 
issues 

Add an additional 
news stories you 
can think of to 
your diagram 
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Black Star: A Celebration of 
British Black acting talent 

•  Do you think this is important? 
•  Do you think that festivals and seasons such as 

this further segregate black and white actors and 
directors/pigeon-hole ‘black talent’? 

•  Or do you think that programming like this is 
necessary to promote and stimulate debate about 
the issues faced by these artists?  

This year, the BFI will run a 
season celebrating and 
promoting the screen talents 
of black actors and directors.  
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History Repeating itself…? 

Read the following two articles. 
Summarise their main points in a table: 
•   

https://www.theguardian.com/media/
2016/mar/08/two-black-actors-bbc1-
thriller-undercover-sophie-okonedo-
adrian-lester-primetime-first- 

•  http://www.newstatesman.com/culture/
tv-radio/2016/03/undercover-not-first-
prime-time-british-tv-drama-two-black-
leads 
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New Statesman Guardian 
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What progress has been made?  

Using the summary table you have just 
made, write a short paragraph in response 
to the following statement: 
 
•  ‘Media ‘firsts’ are rarely ‘firsts’. Rather, 

they are simply marketed this way in 
order to cover up a lack of real progress.’  

•  How far do you agree with this 
statement? Use specific examples to 
back up your argument.  
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Case Study: Contemporary 
Black TV actors 

Make detailed notes on the following 
black actors on television: 

1.  Idris Elba 
2.  Lenny Henry 
3.  David Oyelowo 
4.  Sophie Okonedo 

Use the table provided to help structure 
your notes.  
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Presentation  
In pairs, research and prepare a presentation about the 
current issues for black actors on television. Your 
presentation must include: 
•  A brief historical context which outlines some of the 

key issues which black actors have faced over the past 
fifty years. 

•  The current issues, both positive and negative. 
•  What industries and distributors are doing to overcome 

some of these issues. 
•  Key figures in the debate (actors, politicians, directors 

etc.), and what they are doing/ saying. 
•  What you think the media landscape will be like in ten 

years time for black actors and black communities.  
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Final Thoughts 

“The issues regarding representation of 
race on television haven’t really 
changed; we are simply going round in 
circles.” 
 
•  Do you agree with this statement?  
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