
Global Film (Perspectives  
& Ideologies) KS4

A BFI Education 
Essentials Resource

This resources is linked to component 2,  
Global Film, of the WJEC/Eduqas GCSE Film 
Studies course.

Teacher notes
This resource is intended for KS4 Film Studies 
students as way of developing existing 
knowledge about Component 2 of the Eduqas 
GCSE, focusing on Global Film. A range of 
activities have been included to allow for a 
differentiated level of knowledge in students.  
The focus here is on: 
• Context
• Film Style 
• Narrative 
• Representation. 

Films used will be those examined in the  
Eduqas specification. This resource can be set 
with little additional input from teachers or can  
be supported throughout with further extension 
tasks either remotely or in person. However for  
the tasks it would be ideal for students to  
have watched or to have access to their chosen 
set film. 

Learning outcomes include applying key 
contextual detail to each film, producing deep-
level analysis of films led by film language and 
demonstrating the ability to analyse a film through 
various lenses or foci.

Included for each of the 4 activities there is a:
- concise summary of key ideas
- an introduction task
- a student analysis task
- the chance to apply analysis to your set films

Clips to accompany some of the activities in this 
resource can be found in a closed and password 
protected Vimeo account.

Student notes 
If you are using this resource at home, you should 
read the written introduction before you attempt 
the task(s). It would also be beneficial for you to 
have watched your set film and if possible to  
have access to the film or clips of it. 

This resource aims to increase your understanding 
of Global Film and how the context of the films 
you study can help you to understand them 
better. It will also help to clarify what is meant by 
film style, narrative and representation.

These are brief explanations, and it is important 
to think of what may have already learnt and 
apply that too. 
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Curriculum Links
Activity 1   Links directly to the whole of 

Component 2. 
Activity 2   Links links to Section C of 

Component 2. The focus for this 
section is on Film Style which  
could also be referred to as 
Production Design. 

Activity 3   Links Section B of Component 2. 
The focus for this section is on 
Narrative. 

Activity 4   Links Section C of Component 2. 
The focus for this section is on 
Representation. 
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This activity will focus on context and the 
importance of it in understanding film and 
developing a detailed, sophisticated response  
to films. 

We will be looking at examples from the  
German film Die Welle [The Wave] (2008) but  
the ideas explored here can be applied to any  
film you are studying. 

What is context?
Context refers to the circumstances that form the 
setting for an event, statement, or idea, from 
which it can be more fully understood.

Why is context important?
It helps us to develop an in-depth and nuanced 
appreciation of a film. If we know more about the 
film and the background details to it, we can 
appreciate what it’s trying to say in more detail. 

ACTIVITY 1
Context 

You will need: 
• Worksheet Activity 1

You will need: 
•  Worksheet Activity 1 (Introduction  

Task (b)
•  Research tools: IMDB, Wikipedia, 

YouTube 
Introduction Task (a)

Introduction Task (b)

This shot depicts Hitler as he delivers a speech. 
From this angle, it’s clear to see the power he  
has over his ‘subjects’. Note how the shot from 
Die Welle is very similar.

Consider the following questions in your 
worksheet (Activity 1): 
•  Why might the filmmaker want to make  

this connection? 
•  What is it suggesting? 
•  How might this change how you feel about  

the film and the characters you can see?

Using the questions in the workbook, research 
the context of your film(s). Use resources such as 
IMDB, Wikipedia, possible Director’s commentary 
on the DVD, YouTube for interviews with cast  
and crew and any other sources you may be 
familiar with. 

There will be some questions that you cannot find 
details/information for do not worry about this: 
over time the most important aspect of context 
will emerge. 
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You will need: 
• Worksheet Activity1 (Main Task) 

You will need: 
• Worksheet Activity 1 (Reflection Task) 

Main Task Reflection Task

Read this summary of Die Welle. Note how it 
doesn’t refer to all aspects of the context, only 
the ones that are most relevant and/or powerful.

Die Welle (THE WAVE) is a German 
production released in 2008 that creates  
a narrative of an experiment in America in 
1967. Based on Ron Jones’ The Third  
Wave experiment, the film depicts a class  
of German teenagers initially rejecting the 
idea that they could involuntarily become 
part of an authoritarian regime. The film 
draws parallel with the way German citizens 
reacted to the Nazi party in the 1930s and 
40s in Germany.

In the worksheet (Activity 1) write a summary of 
the context and narrative for your set film. 

Stretch Exercise
Aim to do this task for all three of the films you 
are studying for Global Film (Component 2).

You will need: 
• Worksheet Activity 1 (Extension Task) 
•  A clip of your chosen set film (supplied 

by your teacher) 

Extension Task

Analyse a clip from one of your chosen films. 
It should include: 
• Analysis of film language
•  How has context influenced the scene and 

how it has been filmed? 

Having analysed a clip from a film and 
incorporated context into it, now answer  
the questions on the worksheet (Activity 1 – 
Reflection Task) to check you have understood 
what we have covered. 
•  What did we learn about why context  

is important? 
•  Can you explain to someone else what  

context is?
• Sum up the context of your film(s) in 10 words. 
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ACTIVITY 2
Film Style  

This activity is designed to introduce and develop 
your understanding of what is meant by Film 
Style as well as the importance of being able to 
analyse it using film language.

We will be looking at examples from Attack The 
Block (2011) but the ideas explored here can be 
applied to any film you are studying. 

What is film style?
Film style refers to the way that a film looks and 
how the look of the film represents the narrative, 
the genre and influences (such as who the 
filmmakers are and the budget). In terms of film 
language, style is predominantly a visual element 
so is created and defined by the cinematography 
and mise-en-scene including editing and sound. 

Why is film style important?
It helps us develop an in-depth understanding of 
the film. We can do this by exploring what the 
filmmakers wanted to achieve and seeing how 
this is portrayed on screen. 

You will need: 
• Worksheet Activity 2 (Introduction Task) 
•  Clip of Attack The Block (opening scene) 

on the Vimeo timeline 

You will need: 
• Worksheet Activity 2 (Main Task) 
•  Your ideas from Activity 1,  

Introduction Task.

Introduction Task 

Main Task 

Watch the opening scene of the film, use film 
language to identify where and how the identified 
styles below might be present on screen.
• Social-realist
• Horror 
• SciFi 

Aim to identify and summarise at least two 
different styles in your set film.

You need information that helps to explain why 
the film looks the way that it does. If you’ve done 
the Introduction Task of Activity 1 on Context,  
you will have all of the information you need.  
If you have not completed that task, you can do  
so now by using resources such as IMDB, 
Wikipedia, possible Director’s commentary on the 
DVD, YouTube for interviews with cast and crew 
and any other sources you may be familiar with. 
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You will need: 
• Worksheet Activity 2 (Extension Task (a)
•  A clip of your chosen set film or the 

entire film (supplied by your teacher)
• Clips from Attack the Block 

You will need: 
• Worksheet activity 2 extension task b
• All of your work from extension task a

Extension Task (a)

For this task you can either use your set film,  
or you can select clips from the Vimeo timeline 
Attack The Block, or you can do your own search 
for relevant film clips. Refer to the worksheet for 
more guidance. 

Using your worksheet (Activity 2) to record your 
ideas, identify 3 scenes which have a clear visual 
style to each. For each scene, identify what  
you think the style is. You may find that style is 
the same in more than one clip and this is fine, 
though try to identify a range of styles if you can. 

Extension Task (b) 

Look at Extension Task (a) choose the scene that 
has the clearest sense of a style. 
Your task is to analyse this clip:
• Summarise the narrative 
• Describe the visual style 
•  Using film language, identify elements  

of cinematography and/or-mise-en-scene and 
use these to explain how they contribute to 
and create the visual style you’ve identified. 

The worksheet (Activity 2) has space to complete 
this task as well as guidance to support you.
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ACTIVITY 3
Narrative  

This activity is designed to introduce and  
develop your understanding of what is meant  
by Narrative and how exploring narrative theory, 
and techniques used by filmmakers, can help  
to shape our understanding and experience of  
a film.

We will be looking at examples from District 9 
(2009) but the ideas explored here can be  
applied to any film you are studying. 

What is narrative?
A narrative or story is a report of connected 
events, real or imaginary, presented in a 
sequence of written or spoken words, or still or 
moving images, or both.

Crucially, we need to consider both the method 
and the order in which the story is presented,  
this order is referred to as the plot. 

A film can tell a story in a variety strange and 
clever ways to create interesting plots.

The first step in being able to analyse your film, 
and the minimum you must be able to do, is to 
describe the story. 

The second step is understanding how and why 
the plot is presented in a particular way. 

Why is narrative important?
At the most basic level narrative helps us to 
explain what happens in a film. We can then 
develop this by exploring how the filmmakers 
decided to portray this story through their choice 
of plot and also the devices they use. 

You will need:
• Worksheet Activity 3 (Introduction Task b)
•  Access to your set film or to have 

watched it. 

Introduction Task (a) 

Read the below narrative and plot 
description of District 9 (2009).

The narrative of DISTRICT 9 is: an alien 
spaceship one day arrives in Johannesburg, 
South Africa. Seemingly broken, the aliens 
inside are ‘rescued’ by humans but placed in 
an internment camp. Over time, the aliens 
need to be moved…

In the plot of DISTRICT 9 we begin by seeing 
a ‘found footage’ style documentary, with 
pieces to camera by the protagonist Wikus 
Van Der Merwe and other people who work 
for a company called MNU. Some of these 
people talk in past tense about Wikus and 
it’s clear that something has happened. We 
follow Wikus going about his job and we see 
how he has been tasked with moving some 
aliens who have become stranded on Earth. 
Intercut with this story are more interviews 
with colleagues, friends and family members 
who seem to be withholding what happened 
to Wikus when moving the aliens …
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In your worksheet (Activity 3) summarise the 
narrative and plot of your set film. If you are 
studying District 9 try to expand upon the 
examples given.

Stretch Exercise
Aim to do this task for all three of the films you 
are studying for Global Film. 

You will need:
• Worksheet Activity 3 (introduction task b)
•  Access to your set film or to have 

watched it. 

Introduction Task (b)

For your set film, select 3 clips that could illustrate 
the ‘beginning’, ‘middle’ and ‘end’ for that film. 
For each clip, summarise the narrative and 
identify examples of film language that makes the 
narrative clear. 

Stretch Exercise
Identify moments which could illustrate the plot.

You will need:
• Worksheet Activity 3 (main task)
•  Access to your set film or to have 

watched it.

Main Task 

For example: In district 9 the protagonist 
Wikus changes physically throughout  
the film. His appearance develops and 
reflects the fact that he is becoming an  
alien and as he does so, the story develops 
along with him. 

The plot uses devices such as flashbacks 
and pieces to camera to provide tension as 
well as reveal exposition. Key to this is the 
use of make-up and prosthetics. This only 
works because the film establishes how he 
looks ‘normally’ his costume is very plain to 
reflect a character who is mundane, and 
ordinary. This helps to emphasise how 
dramatic his transformation is later on both 
physically and emotionally. 

Analyse your film, how the plot is structured and 
why you feel it is structured that way.

1

3

5
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4
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ACTIVITY 4
Representation   

This activity is designed to either introduce or 
remind you about what is meant by representation 
and by exploring it. We can begin to see how the 
use of persuade a specific response

We will be looking at examples from the film 
Tsotsi (2005) but the ideas explored here can be 
applied to any film you are studying. 

What is representation?
Representation often relies on stereotypes and 
cliché. It creates an impression of a character 
through the script, the mise-en-scene and 
cinematography.

Representation is a dense area, but we’re going 
to focus on: gender, ethnicity, age and the culture 
that a character belongs.

Ask yourself: is the presentation of that character 
positive or negative? And how was this achieved? 

Why is representation important?
Representation is important because it gives us 
the chance to see people that we might not have 
experience of in the real world.

When representation is done well, it is 
empowering and inspirational. It is important 
because we can not only learn about others but 
also understand that our life experience is a 
shared, communal one. 

You will need:
• Worksheet Activity 4 (introduction task)
•  Access to your set film or to have 

watched it.

You will need:
• Worksheet Activity 4 main task
•  A clip of your chosen set film (supplied 

by your teacher)

Introduction Task 

In worksheet (Activity 4) list 3 of the main 
characters from your set film, and a scene for 
each in which they appear in some detail.

Main Task

Take the characters you identified in the above 
Introduction Task, explain who you feel they 
represent in the real world. 
Consider: 
• gender 
• ethnicity 
• age 
•  the culture that a character belongs to

Identify whether the representation of the 
character is positive or negative and  
explain why.

For example: in TSOSTI, it could be 
suggested that the protagonist Tsotsi, 
represents young, black men in South  
Africa in a negative way. This is because  
he is a crimnial and does not care much 
about anyone else. 
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You will need:
• Worksheet Activity 4 extension task
•  A clip of your chosen set film (supplied 

by your teacher) 

Extension Task 

Take the scenes you identified in the above 
Introduction Task and use film language  
to explain how the positive or negative 
representation for your characters is created.

For example: near the beginning of the film, 
we learn a lot about Tsotsi and his gang, 
there is an immediate sense they are bad 
people this creates a negative representation 
of young black men in South Africa. They 
use props of dice to show that they are 
gambling and other props such as the ice 
pick indicate they are violent. The lighting 
conveys a negative representation of them. 
Inside, where they are, is dark and 
atmospheric. This contrasts to the light, 
rising sun outside which suggests hope and 
a new start that they are not yet ready for. 
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