
 

 

 

Parental guide with key questions, discussion 

points, and activities for films on BFI Player (KS2) 

Alice in Wonderland 

 
 

This resource is designed for pupils at KS2 to accompany films on 
BFI Player. The questions and activit ies wil l work on their own or 
as a sequence. The activit ies are designed to work across KS2 but 
some activit ies may be too challenging for lower KS2; pupils should 
access the work at their own level/pace. 
 

This film material has been carefully selected for a KS2 audience. Some of 
the films on BFI Player are unsuitable for this age group so supervision is 
advised. 

Al ice in Wonderland (1903) 10 mins 

https://player.bfi.org.uk/free/film/watch-alice-in-wonderland-1903-online 

Before you watch the film: 
What do you think this film wil l be about? 
There are many adaptations of Lewis Carroll’s story. Have you 
seen any of them? 
 
 

https://player.bfi.org.uk/free/film/watch-alice-in-wonderland-1903-online


 
Pause the film at 02:00: 

• This film has been recovered and restored. Why do you think that 
was necessary? 

• Why do you think there is no sound in this film and a piano 
playing? 

• There is no dialogue in this film. How are the characters showing how 
they are feeling? 

• What do you think wil l happen when Alice drinks the contents of 
the bottle? 
 
Act iv i ty: Read the text below from Lewis Carroll’s story. How is 
the character of the White Rabbit different/similar in the film to the 
original story? 
 
Suddenly, a White Rabbit with pink eyes ran close by her. There 
was nothing so very remarkable in that; nor did Alice think it so 
very much out of the way to hear the Rabbit say to itself, “Oh 
dear! Oh dear! I shall be late!” (when she thought it over 
afterwards, it occurred to her that she ought to have wondered 
at this, but at the time it all seemed quite natural); but when the 
Rabbit actually took a watch out of its waistcoat-pocket, and 
looked at it, and then hurried on, Alice started to her feet, for it 
flashed across her mind that she had never before seen a rabbit 
with either a waistcoat- pocket. 
 
Act iv i ty: Imagine you are Alice and you have just fallen down the 
rabbit hole. 
 

• Write a paragraph sharing how you feel when you arrive. 
Think about these key questions: What is the first thing you see? 
Why did you follow the rabbit? How do you plan to get out? How 
are you feeling? 
 

• Make sure you are writing in the first person. Now, you could try 
to perform this as a monologue as though you are speaking to 
yourself. 
 
 
 
 



Pause the film at 03:15: 
 
Act iv i ty: Each scene in the film is tinted a different colour. Why do 
you think they haven’t left the film in black and white? 
 

• Draw a picture of Alice meeting the Duchess and her baby. Colour 
the picture in - half in red and half in blue. Do you think the colour 
makes any difference to the picture? If a scene is set at night, 
what colour would you choose? 
 
Pause the film at 06:55: 
How do you think the Cheshire Cat was made to look l ike he was 
floating? 
 
Was there anything unusual/puzzling about the tea party? 
 
Act iv i ty: Write a script for the tea party.  
 
You wil l need to include the characters: Mad Hatter, March Hare, 
Dormouse and Alice. What do they say to each other? 
 
Here is a section of the tea party from Lewis Carroll’s original text. 
The table was a large one, but the three were all crowded 
together at one corner of it: `No room! No room!’ they cried out 
when they saw Alice coming. `There’s PLENTY of room!’ said 
Alice indignantly, and she sat down in a large arm-chair at one 
end of the table. 
`Have some wine,’ the March Hare said in an encouraging tone. 
Alice looked all around the table, but there was nothing on it 
but tea. `I don’t see any wine,’ she remarked. 
`There isn’t any,’ said the March Hare. 
‘Then it wasn’t very civil of you to offer it,’ said Alice angrily. 
` It wasn’t very civi l of you to sit down without being invited,’ said 
the March Hare. 
`I didn’t know it was YOUR table,’ said Alice; ` it’s laid for a great 
many more than three.’ 
 
 
 
 
 



 
`Your hair wants cutting,’ said the Hatter. He had been looking at 
Alice for some time with great curiosity, and this was his first 
speech.   ‘You should learn not to make personal remarks,’ Alice 
said with some severity; ‘ it’s very rude.’ 
 

• Can you include some of these elements in your script? 
 

Pause the film at 09:00: 
 
How do we know that things are not going well for Alice? Think about 
the music, the tinting (colour) and the storyline. 
What do you think wil l happen at the end? 
 
At the end of the film: 
 

• Did you enjoy this film? What did you find interesting 
about it? 

• What type/genre of film do you think this is? What 
clues are there in the film that tell us this? 

• How do you think an audience in 1903 would have 
reacted to this film? 

 
Act iv i ty : Imagine you are Alice waking up from your experience down 
the rabbit hole. Write a paragraph to explain to your family what 
happened to you. 

• What events happened? How did you feel? What challenges 
did you face? 

• How did you escape from the Queen of Hearts? How can you 
make them believe you? 

 
Act iv i ty : Create an animation showing Alice running away from a 
pack of cards. You can use the BFI Education Essentials guide to 
making an animation to help you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
You may also enjoy: 
 
The Crab that played with the Sea: 
https://player.bfi.org.uk/free/film/watch-the-crab-that-played-with-
the-sea-1983-online 
 
A Year and a Day: https://player.bfi.org.uk/free/film/watch-a-year-
and-a-day-1954-online 

https://player.bfi.org.uk/free/%EF%AC%81lm/watch-the-crab-that-played-with-the-sea-1983-online
https://player.bfi.org.uk/free/%EF%AC%81lm/watch-the-crab-that-played-with-the-sea-1983-online
https://player.bfi.org.uk/free/%EF%AC%81lm/watch-a-year-and-a-day-1954-online
https://player.bfi.org.uk/free/%EF%AC%81lm/watch-a-year-and-a-day-1954-online
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