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Babylon (1980) 
Directed by Franco Rosso 
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Learning objectives 

•  To learn about some aspects of black 
British history from the 1980s through 
the classic film Babylon.  

•  To consider similarities and differences 
between race relations in the UK in the 
1980s and modern day.  
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Wider context 
   “London circa 1980. 

Margaret Thatcher is 
newly installed in 10 
Downing Street, causing 
fits of gloom in the 
theatre, film and 
television world. Punk 
rock is making a noisy 
exit from the music 
scene, to be succeeded by 
the easier-on-the-ear 
mod and ska revival.”   

 
Ann Ogidi, BFI Screenonline 
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Film context 
   “Set predominantly in South 

London, it presents a portrait 
of the young black 
community in London 
different from the tabloid 
stereotype. These black 
people are not muggers, 
rapists or chronic thieves. 
They are ordinary young 
black guys at the sharp end 
of inner city survival with 
dreams and fears of ordinary 
young people in general.” 

 
Ann Ogidi, BFI Screenonline 
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Can you match these 1980s 
‘moments’ to their image? 

1. The Brixton Riots (1981) highlight 
racial tension 

2. Thatcher is the Prime Minister 
and refers to the UK as 
“swamped” by migrants 

3. Ska music becomes popular 
4. The end of the punk era  
5. Stop and Search laws target 

predominantly black youths 

 
 

A 
B 

C 

D 
E 
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Clip 1 from Babylon (7 mins) 

The main character is chasing his little brother 
to try and make sure he goes to school. A 
white female member of the public stops 
him and takes the younger boy away. 

•  What does this scene tell us about the 
perceptions some white Britons may have 
had of black youths during the 1980s? 

•  Why might the main character appeared 
frustrated during the scene in the film? 
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Clip 2 from Babylon (28 mins) 

   In this scene a white woman comes to 
complain about the music that the 
group of friends are playing, as she 
feels they’re making too much noise.  

•  Is there a contrast made between the 
white woman and her son? How are 
they different?  

•  Why might they feel differently 
towards the group of black boys? 
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Clip 2 

   When the woman in the scene tells 
them to “go back to their country” 
one of the black youths replies by 
saying “this is my country”. 

•  How do you think it would make 
some black British communities 
feel around this time if they were 
told to go back to where they came 
from? 
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‘Stop and search’ controversy in 
the UK 

   ‘Stop and search’ is the 
right of the police to stop 
individuals on the street if 
they suspect they are 
committing a crime. 
However, statistics show 
that you are more likely 
to be stopped and 
searched in the UK if you 
are black or Asian, and 
often people are searched 
without any real grounds 
that they are behaving 
‘suspiciously’. 
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Clip 3 
In the last scene of this film, the police raid the party that the 
group of friends are having. There were recognised issues with 
the police’s attitude towards the black community during this 
decade.    
 
According to recent data, black people in the UK are still far more 
likely to be stopped and searched by police than other ethnic 
groups.    
 
•  To what extent do you think that ‘racial bias’ still exists in 

the UK?  
•  How does it compare to the 1980s and the world we 

experience by watching Babylon?     
 
Use the film and your own knowledge to support your answer. 
(Maximum 500 words).  
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