
	  

 

	  

Black Youth Identity 
Babylon (1980, Franco Rosso) 
 
Learning Objective 

• To learn about some aspects of black British history from the 
1980s through the classic film Babylon.  

• To consider similarities and differences between race relations in 
the UK in the 1980s and modern day. 

 
Curriculum links 

• Sociology, History, Black History, Film Studies, Religious Studies, 
Link to ‘British’ Values of tolerance now in curriculum. 

 
Resources 

• Presentation (provided as a separate PDF download) 
• Access to the film Babylon available for free at BFI Mediatheque, 

on DVD or via BFI Screenonline: 
http://www.screenonline.org.uk/film/id/475379/) 

• Access to these two articles that can be printed out and 
photocopied:  

o http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-24902389 
o https://www.theguardian.com/law/2016/mar/17/mass-

stop-and-search-police-crime-study) 
 

 
Starter 
 
Students can start by reading the historical context about the film 
(slides 3 and 4). This can be read as a class or individually according to 
level- some teachers may want to use ‘popcorn’ reading, where 
students read a sentence and say ‘popcorn’ and choose another 
student to continue reading. This can maintain whole-class 
engagement in what is being read. 
 
Activity 1 
 
Students try to match up the aspect of British 1980s history/culture 
with the correct photos A-E (See slide 5 of presentation). 
 
Activity 2 
 
Students study ‘Clip 1’ from the film (7 mins in). The scene is when the 
main character is chasing his brother in the street to try and make him 
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go to school and a white, female member of the public intervenes. 
Initiate a class discussion, using the following questions: 
 

• What does this scene tell us about the perceptions some white 
Britons may have had of black youths during the 1980s? 

• Why might the main character appear frustrated during the 
scene in the film? 

 
These could be answered on mini-whiteboards, paper or orally as a 
class to encourage class discussion. 
 
Activity 3 
 
Students study ‘Clip 2’ from the film (28 mins in).  
Students to bullet point similarities and differences between the white 
woman in the film and the younger white boy who is friends with the 
group: 
 

• Why might they relate differently to these black youths?  
• Why might they not have the same attitude towards them? 

 
Students could draw a table or jot down bullet points. Again, class 
feedback with the rest of the class after this activity would be useful. 
 
Activity 4 
 
Students discuss the line ‘Go back to your own country’ and what it 
means to be British in the context of migration: 
 

• Is it possible to be Caribbean and British?  
• Is it possible to have dual identity?  

 
Encourage class debate. 
 
Activity 5 
 
Watch ‘Clip 3’ (final scene of the film where the police raid their party). 
Ask students to read one of the texts about ‘stop and search’ in the 
1980s and also in 2016: 
 

• http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-24902389 
 

• https://www.theguardian.com/law/2016/mar/17/mass-stop-and-
search-police-crime-study 
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Plenary 
 
Students to answer the question below either on mini-whiteboards, 
paper. This writing task can be done collaboratively with lower year 
groups and also with groups who feel less confident about writing. 
Higher ability and older pupils may wish to write in more depth and 
individually. 

• Essay title: To what extent do you think that racism has changed 
in the UK since the 1980s? Why/ why not? Use the film and your 
own knowledge to support your answer.  

 
Resource created by Lucia Ruggiero, Teach First 

 


