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=2 Before the Revolution

A film by Bernardo Bertolucci
Starring Francesco Barilli, Adriana Asti
2-disc set

After its recent revival in cinemas, the BFI now releases
Bernardo Bertolucci’s newly restored early film Before the
Revolution in a Dual Format Edition (DVD & Blu-ray discs
together) with a selection of revealing special features.

A rarely-seen early work from one of World Cinema’s most acclaimed directors, Bernardo
Bertolucci’s beautifully operatic film Before the Revolution — made when he was just 22 -
celebrates the passions and ideology of the 1960s.

Part autobiography, part homage to the French new-wave and Italian neo-realists that
inspired him, Bertolucci’s second film is an atmospheric, ambiguous portrait of idealistic
youth, which won the Cannes Critics’ Week Prize in 1964.

While young Fabrizio (Francesco Barilli) struggles with his commitment to the Communist
Party his emotional life grows ever more complex. Breaking away from his planned
marriage to Clelia (Cristina Pariset), a perfect bourgeoise, he embarks on an affair with his
neurotic aunt Gina (Adriana Asti), who is visiting from Milan. With extraordinary skill and
honesty Bertolucci explores the emotional and political conflicts of Fabrizio, his alter-ego.

Special features

e Presented in both High Definition and Standard Definition (DVD & Blu-ray)

e Original theatrical trailer

e On-set footage (1963, 4 mins, DVD only): extract from Italian TV series Cinema d’oggi
featuring an interview with the young Bertolucci

e Interview with Bernardo Bertolucci (Giuseppe Bertolucci, 2003, 46 mins, DVD only): the
director discusses Before the Revolution

e Interviews with Roberto Perpignani, Vittorio Storaro and Ennio Morricone (Giuseppe
Bertolucci, 2003, 26 mins, DVD only)

e Working Copy (Giuseppe Bertolucci, 2003, 31 mins, DVD only): comparisons between
the working and final versions of the film

e Bernardo Bertolucci in conversation with David Thompson (2011, 12 mins, DVD only):
Q&A recorded at BFI Southbank

e 22-page illustrated booklet with notes and essays

Release date: 22 August 2011

RRP: £22.99 / cat. no. BFIB1099 / Cert 12
Italy / 1964 / black and white, and colour / Italian language with optional English subtitles /
112 mins / Original aspect ratio 1.85:1/ Region B
Disc 1: BD25/ 1080p / 25fps / PCM mono audio (48k/24bit)
Disc 2: DVD9 / PAL / Dolby Digital 320kbps
Available from DVD retailers & BFI Filmstore Tel: 020 7815 1350 or www.bfi.org.uk/filmstore

Press contact: Jill Reading, BFI Press Office
Tel: (020) 7957 4759 or e-mail jill. reading@bfi.org.uk
Images are available at www.image.net under BFI DVD & Blu-ray 2011
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